QUESTIONS 


:ommon Right, 


Proper and Neceſſary to be conſidered 
.by all Knights, Gentlemen, Free-hold- 
ers, and Commoners of England, 


.and eſpecially thoſe of the Honourable 
Profeſſion of . the Law. 


; HE true Engliſh Government, excellent! compoſed of the 
_—_ Simple Species, Monarchy, Aiſtoeracy, and Demo- 

» I havelon thought, and Rtll think, to be in #rs Con- 

flexion, 9k of the Bef# Governments in the World ; and not 
_ excellent i in it ſelf, than well- Accommodated to the Genins 
. of the People; and which is but the conſequence of theſe, moſt 
*Eaxſy to be Exerciſed. This | think yery true, tho''it hath already 
within our Memory, ſuffer'd ſuch diſmal Concuſſions and Confuſſons, 
and, in my apprehenſion, is in tn ſo great Danger of more, as 
_ if there was nothing of Truth in it. - But this doth not proceefl 
from the O6nſticotion ; but from other Canſes : Whereof one is 
Secret, 'The Jud lement of God, for 'a-ſecret Root of Bitrernep,, little 
regarded by thoſe; who ooght to be trioſt Sklfel in Giſcorbing, 
-and moſt Aﬀive'in BRO Matcfers. But there are others 
inatifeſt _— One is 4 teral rs: cate the nary = 
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the Pcople: Another notorious Corruption of their Deputies and Repre- 


ſentatives, both in X4anners in general, and in reſpect of Fuftice 
and the Truſt repoſed in them ; in which reſpe, I haye known 
ſome of themſelves laugh, and ſay, that they are che. rrue Repre- 
ſentatives of the Nation indeed. And tho' this of TT ſelf hath a 
Tendence to the, Dillo|gtion Þf tHe Goyernment,: yet there is 
a2other more dangerous han this, if ir be nor look to ingime: 


and that is by "Poplar Fattjons. For as Monarchies are apt to de- - 
generate into Tyranny, ſo Democracies are as apt to be diſſolv'd - 


by FaQtions: And tho' in the Frgliſf Conſtitution there is as good 
Proviſion againſt both theſe, as Humane Aitairs are capable of, 
yet are the Parts of which it is conſtituted, ſubject in ſome ſore, 
ro the Corruption of. thoſe ſimple Species, from: whith they are 
| derived... What was it but a ſecret FaQtion in the Loog Parlia- 
ment, which-firſt caſt out the Biſhops as Popilhly zite&ted, then 
the Lords as Uſeleſs and Dangerous, then the greateſt part of 
the Commons, except themſelves, commonly calid, 7he Rump ; 
then cutoff the King's Head; and brongnt all into ſuch Contyz 
fjon$ as could never be ſettled,. until the old;:Form was reſtored 


again? What was it but a Faction, which by no I<ls than three | 
ſeveral Acts of- Parliament engag'd the Clergy,. the Corporations, | 
the Militia,;and. all the great Officers and Magiſtrate: of the Nation, 


ih ſuchDeclarations,s juſtify or excuſe the Adverſaricsof thelateRe- 


yolution and make theSeveritiesagainſt themandPretence of Forfei- . 
tures, inexcuſable,unjuſt,aad unreaſonable ? Whar is-it but aFaftion, _ 


which hath preſum'd with ſo muchlInſolence to offer ſuchIndignities 


to:a Prince of. ſo Great Courage and Conduct, as. hath been coartt- . 


monly believed and talk'd to have been on purpoſe to affront hign ? 
How near haye. ſuch Fattions gone to inilave the Nation,  andFet 
up, the Monarchy tobe Abſolute and Arbitrary,? And how:fairly 
haye they begnn to pull down that, and the Ariſtrocxatical part, 
and ſet up, the Democracy, or themſelves and they know not what z 
or;.rather to introduce. an. Anarchy, and turn all into the like 
Canfuſions again. Wher ſuch things may :come.;to-. in time, if 
neglected, no man knows ; but what may' be dove to prevent. the 
Miſchief, is fit to be conſidered. Miſcarriages of Juries may he 
enquir'd into : And what is done amiſs in one; Parliament may be 
rectified in another. , And. where there is manifeſtly a Truſt re- 
poſed, and ſo great a Truſt, it would. be ſuch a Favls in this 
Conſtitution 2s 1 never ſuſpeRted, :if_ it- might be fajſificd-in ſuch 


Matters as theſe, and without Remedy. 1 } ve theraſprotiopgyt | 
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fif to- propoſe the following QUESTIONS to the Conſt deratiorwof 
all Perſons concern'd, 'who think fit to concern themſelves with-+ 
them. But ifito- ſo great Degeneracy, Corruption 'of Manners 
and Audacions Impiety, 1s this Nation Sunk,: Thar it-is rare to 
meet with Men, who dare todo their Duty, or-{o much as aſ- 
ſeit their Common Rights, or the very Religion t Icy Profels, 
notwithſtanding the Laws both. of God and Man on' their ide; 
and even where 'they have not-only the greatelt Obhgarivn, but 
the greateſt Priviedge to do it that can'be. This 13, manifeſt be- 
yond all Contradiction:by ſome: late Actions of great Infolence, 
and no leſs Implety : So that. unlefs another Parliament, and a Con- 
vocation of- the Clergy take the Matter into good Conſider ation; 
and provide a ſpeedy Remedy, there 1s great IDanger that the 
whole Nation-witt ſpeedily fall into great Confulion. 

- . .. Phe QUESTIONSare theſe : _.. 

I. Whether the ſeveral Members of the: Houſe of Commons by not 
Aurhoriſed to Sit and Act there, by their reſpeCtive Counties, Ci- 
ties, and Burroughs, by Indenture under the Hands and Seals of 
the Principal Eleftors for themſelves and the.reſt, as. Deputies 
and Truſtees for them all? 

II. Whether they ought not to receive Inſtruftions from,. and in 
al 'Matters of moment cor/«lt and adviſe with their Principals ?: 

Il. Whether it be not rhe Right and Duty of every Knight, 
Gentleman, Freehold, and Commoner of England, to repreſent to 
the Houſe of Commons by their proper Repreſentatives, or any 
other Memher of the Houſe, all ſuch matters of Publick Con- 
cern as are proper to be enquir'd of and: conſidered there ? 

IV. Whether any Commoner of England may not require his 
proper” Repreſentative to repreſent. any ſuch. Matter to the - 
Houſe ? 

V:* Whether it! be not a Breach of Truſt in- any. ſuch Deputy 
or Repreſentative not to: perform. what is ſo required honeitly . 
and faithfully ? 

VI. Whether they be:not accountable» vs their Behaviour in Par- 
liament to-their Principals, by and for whom they are deputed-and 
intruſted ;z that is; queſtionable by thoſe of the Counties in their 
County Court ( to which all owe Suit and Service, but many neg- 
le& 1t ' to their common Prejudice!) and: thoſe of- the. Cities and 
Burroughs in their reſpeCtive' proper Courts,and Aſſemblies, and + 
Punifhable for any notorious Breach. of their Truſt upon Com- - 


plaint in Parliament ? 
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TI; Whether Meters. touching the Honour" of Religion, the "vg 
2 -Honour of the King, the common Right of all-the Commoners of 
© England, and the Encouragement, -or Diſcouragement; of the 
- Execution of the Laws, be not proper” Matters to be repreſent- 
. - ed, enquired and conſidered there ? LY 

VII Whether it be not U=npariamentary, a Breach of Truſt, 

- and great Y7vlation of 4. Fundamental Right of :a'l the;Commoners of 

England, for a' ſmall number of the Members. with their Speaker 
| before the Houſe be full, ro #ore that 4 Petition Exnivited for. any 
ſuch Matter, a5 aforeſaid, ſhonid not be read? _ 

[x. Whether it be Parliamentary or agreeable to the uſual 

. Courſe of- Parliaments, to Fore a Petition or Letter of Complaint for 

- any Contempt of Religion, or Diſhonor; or Indignity to the King, 

- or FaCtious, orSeditious Prattices,to be a falſe and ſcandalous Libel, 

..and the Complainant 'to bz proſecuted before he hath been.neard ar 
. the Bar, or had notice to'appear and prove his Complaint? +: 

X. Whether the Fundamental: and Common Rights: of all the 
Conimons of England be not of greater Importance to be Pre- 
ſerved and Maintained Inviolably than any , of the Priviledges 

. of their Deputics, which they have only in Reſpe& of their De- 
putation and Truſt repoſed in them (of which ſome are ofter 
 Complained of by their Principals as Abuſed to their Prejudice ?;) 
- *'X].- Whether it be hot the Common Intereſt of the Government of 
England,” and'of all the Commons, and-the' Duty. of every Subje# 
to maintain and - defend/the Honour and Dignity: of. the Kiag, 
when there is occaſion; as well-as the Rights and Libzrties of 
- themſelves, and their Fellow-Commoners, by the Common Law 
. of Loyalty and Allegiance, and of all Members of Parliament, 
Magiſtrates and Officers, &c. by ſpecial Obligation of their: So- 
;lemn Oath ? 50. 

XII. Whether all ConſpiraciesandPraRtices which bavea natural 
Tendency to diffolve, interrupt, or abate the mutyal Confidence 
that ought to be preſerved and maintain'd.betweey-the;Kipg and 

the People, and to draw the-vellnctiogsBÞf; Fr els 'from the 
King tothe Con) econ eſpecially whenlorthe eng ſidethere is no 
: ſpecial Occaſion for them more vhian:ordinacy ;-and on the other, 
there are ſuch Popular Matters in agitatio'1 as give great Ad- 
vantage to ſuch a Deſign, /may not! jaſtly be ſuſpeted. ts be 


” *Treafonable, and nſcquencs ought to: be ſtoutly. and- reſa- 
"Hutcly oppoſhd by all Fathſul-and Zope Subjects? OY 
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